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Mission Statement 

 

Recognising its historic foundation, the school will preserve and develop its religious 
character in accordance with the principles of the Church of England and in partnership 
with the church at parish and diocesan level. 
The school aims to serve its community by providing education of the highest quality 
within the context of Christian belief and practice. It encourages an understanding of 
the meaning and significance of faith and promotes Christian values through the 
experience it offers to all pupils 
 

 

Rationale 

As a Voluntary Aided school the Religious Education at St George’s is required by law to be 

determined by the Foundation Governors’ school’s trust deed. The trust deed states that 

the Religious Education is in accordance with the doctrines, rites and practices of the 

Church of England. As a church school, we aim to help children explore the spiritual 

dimensions of life and lay the foundations for understanding the Christian faith.  

 

Aims in Religious Education  

At St George’s, we aim to enable all pupils to: 

 reflect about their own beliefs 

 reflect upon the experiences and mysteries of life and to recognise the significance 

of awe and wonder in religious belief 

 develop an understanding and knowledge of Christian beliefs in a way that relates 

directly to their lives 

 learn from religious and ethical teaching enabling reasoned and informed judgements 

on religious moral issues  

 recognise and respect the religious moral choices of others 

 develop a respect and understanding of other religions, cultures and traditions 

 be confident to challenge and be challenged through informed discussion 

 develop a caring attitude to members of the school community and to the wider 

community 

 develop a sense of responsibility towards the environment 

 

 

Equal opportunities 

Religious Education will be taught in a way to promote the school’s equal opportunities policy. 

We therefore provide an inclusive curriculum to match the interests and needs of the full 

range of learners. 



 

 

Using the Shropshire Agreed Syllabus 

The Governors, in consultation with the Head teacher, have decided to adopt the 

Shropshire Agreed Syllabus 2014 (SACRE)  

SACRE is has a principal aim, “to develop knowledge and understanding of religious 

experiences, insights, beliefs and practices.” The curriculum is based on the two attainment 

targets for Religious Education, Learning about Religion, Attainment Target One and 

Learning from Religion, Attainment Target Two and encourages the following key elements: 

 Identity, diversity and belonging-understanding how believers develop a sense of 

identify with their faith, the range of belief contained in any faith and the 

ceremonies which take place when individuals become part of any faith group 

 Practices and ways of life-understanding what religious practices take place 

within a faith community and how people live their lives within that faith 

community. Understanding how these practices differ within faiths over time and 

around the world. 

 Expressing meaning-understanding that different faiths demonstrate meaning 

through symbols, symbolic actions, art, music, artefacts, rituals, dance or prayer.  

 Values and commitments-understanding the shared values of different faiths and 

what these require their followers in terms of actions and behaviours 

 Beliefs, teachings and sources-understanding what different religions teach 

about God, life and ethical issues and the sources on which this teaching is based. 

This will include religious texts, leaders and teachers. 

 Meaning, purpose and truth-exploring how different religions give sense and 

purpose to life, death, the nature of good and evil, what it means to be human and 

other ultimate questions.  

 

These key elements are taught through fourteen questions that stimulate, challenge and 

provide opportunities for children to gain an insight into their own beliefs/values as well as 

those represented in the religions being studied. SACRE emphasises the importance of 

distinctive RE skills including enquiring and questioning, analysing and interpreting as well 

as empathising and reflecting.  

 

Long term plan 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, Religious Education is part of Knowledge 

and Understanding of the World, although there are clear links to Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development, Communication, Language and Literacy and Creative Development. 

Therefore in the Foundation Stage, Religious Education is delivered thematically. 

For classes Two, Three and Four, the long term plan has been based on the fourteen 

questions from the Shropshire Agreed Syllabus. It is a two year rolling programme and 

each class focuses on every question and key concept. (See Appendix One) 

To ensure continuity and progression, the questions are taught through topics and where 

appropriate, linked to other curriculum areas. 

In accordance with the structure of the local agreed syllabus we have agreed that: 

 Class Two pupils will study Christianity as the principal focus and Sikhism as a 

major focus 



 Class Three pupils will study Christianity as the principal focus and Hinduism as a 

major focus 

 Class Four pupils will study Christianity as the principal focus and a range of other 

religions including Islam and Judaism 

 

Approaches to the teaching of Religious Education 

At St George’s, the time allocation for Religious Education is 25-30 hours for Key Stage 

One and 35 hours for Key Stage Two.  

We employ a variety of teaching methods to ensure Religious Education is a lively, active 

subject. These include discussions, recording, drama, art, music, the use of artefacts, 

stories, visits and periods of stillness and reflection. We include activities that challenge 

pupils, promote independent enquiry, promote creative thinking, enable collaboration and 

enable opportunities for pupils to organise and reflect upon their own learning.  

Where possible we want our pupils to have opportunities to encounter local faith 

communities through visits to places of worship or visits from members of local faith 

communities. 

 

Assessment and monitoring 

Assessment is based on the Shropshire Agreed Syllabus level descriptors and the concept 

development document which focuses on progression throughout the key elements. (See 

Appendix Two) 

During Religious Education lessons, learning intentions are shared with the children and 

pupils are encouraged to develop skills to enable them to self assess their own progress 

and to understand how to improve their work in RE. 

Each teacher is responsible for regular assessment, through questioning, observation and 

marking. The level descriptors are specifically used at the end of a Key Stage to assess 

each child and levels are then recorded.  

Parents receive an annual report containing attainment and progress in Religious Education  

The Governor who has responsibility for Religious Education and the subject leader, will 

monitor RE in line with the School Development Plan, through lesson observation and 

book/planning scrutiny. 

The Religious Education Self Evaluation document is completed by Foundation Governors, 

the Head teacher, staff and parents. 

 

The right of Withdrawal from Religious Education 

At St George’s school, we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise that parents have 

the legal right to withdraw their children from Religious Education. We would ask any parent 

considering this to contact the Head teacher to discuss any concerns or anxieties about the 

policy, provision and practices of Religious Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Appendix One 
    Long term plan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      RE long term plan-Class Two 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Church 

Calendar 

Harvest, Advent, 

Christmas 

Epiphany, Lent, Easter Pentecost, Trinity 

First 

year 

All about me 

 

Q1-Who am I? 

Q3-Who is my 

neighbour? 

Identity, diversity 

and belonging 

 

Q4-How should I 

behave towards 

others? 

Values and 

commitments 

Celebrations 

 

Q2-What are my special times? 

Practices and ways of life 

 

Q14-Why do Christians 

celebrate Easter?  

Practices and ways of life 

Special places 

 

Q13-Why are some places 

special? 

Beliefs, teachings and 

sources 

 

Q10-What special things do 

Christians and Sikhs use wear 

and do in their homes and 

special buildings?  

Expressing meaning 

 

Q11-Which book is special to 

Christians/Sikhs?  

Meaning, purpose and truth 

Second 

year 

Belonging and symbols 

 

Q5-Where do I 

belong? 

Identity, diversity 

and belonging 

 

Q9-Why do you think 

God is important to 

some people? 

Beliefs, teachings and 

sources 

Loss 

 

Q7-What makes us sad? 

Q12-What happens when I lose 

someone or something special? 

Meaning, purpose and truth 

 

 

 

Me and my world 

 

Q6-Why is our world special 

and how might we look after 

it? 

Values and commitments 

 

Q8-What stories tell how the 

world began? 

Beliefs, teachings and 

sources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    RE long term plan-Class Three 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Church 

calendar 

Harvest, Advent, 

Christmas 

Epiphany, Lent, Easter Pentecost, Trinity 

First year What makes me 

unique? 

 

Q1-How do religions 

value the uniqueness of 

the individual? 

Q3-What does a 

Christian mean by 

“loving your 

neighbour?” 

Identity, diversity 

and belonging 

 

Q4-What do religious 

traditions say about 

how we should treat 

one another? 

Values and 

commitments 

Special books/sacred 

writings 

  

Q2-How do religious 

communities mark special 

times? 

Practices and ways of life 

 

Q13-In what ways does a 

religious belief influence how 

someone lives their life? 

Beliefs, teachings and 

sources 

 

Q11-What sort of book is 

the bible? 

Meaning, purpose and truth 

 

God 

 

Q9-What do believers think 

about God? 

Beliefs, teachings and sources 

 

Q14-Why do people’s beliefs and 

practices differ? 

Practices and ways of life 

 

 

Second 

year 

Our school 

environment 

 

Q5-What do religious 

communities do to 

show members they 

belong? 

Identity, diversity 

and belonging 

 

Q6-Why should we 

look after the world? 

Values and 

commitments 

Prayer 

 

Q7-How do religions attempt 

to help people who suffer? 

Q12-What do people do when 

someone dies and why do 

they do this? 

Meaning, purpose and truth 

 

Q10-How and when are 

symbols used in Christianity 

and Hinduism? What do they 

mean? 

Expressing meaning 

Darwin 

 

Q8-What different views 

describe or explain how the world 

began? 

Beliefs, teachings and sources 

 



 

 

 

 

                                     RE long term plan-Class Four 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Church 

calendar 

Harvest, Advent, Christmas Epiphany, Lent, Easter Pentecost, Trinity 

First year Relationships, bullying, friends 

and enemies 

 

Q1-Who am I? 

Q3-Who is my neighbour? 

Q5-Where do I belong? 

Identity, diversity and 

belonging 

 

Q4-How should I lead my life? 

Values and commitments 

 

Multi-faith focus 

 

Q2-How do people express their 

beliefs through worship and 

celebrations? 

Practices and ways of life 

 

Q9-What do people believe about 

God? 

Q13-Where do people’s beliefs 

come from? 

Beliefs, teachings and sources 

Endings 

 

Q7-How do people make sense 

of hardship and suffering? 

Q12-How do people make 

sense of life and death? 

Meaning, purpose and truth 

Second 

year 

Responsibility 

 

Q6-How should we relate to 

others and to the natural world? 

Values and commitments 

 

Science verses Religion 

 

Q8-Has science got all the 

answers? 

Beliefs, teachings and sources 

Places of worship 

 

Q10-How is belief expressed 

through symbols and action? 

Expressing meaning 

 

Q11-How do people express 

their beliefs about truth? 

Meaning, purpose and truth 

 

Q14-Why do people’s belief 

and practice differ? 

Practices and ways of life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix Two 
Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Agreed Syllabus Level Descriptors 

 

 

 

Level 1 

Pupils can talk about themselves and their immediate friends and communities. They can say 

how what they think affects what they do. They can recall a range of signs and symbols. 

They can identify rules that determine their behaviour and the ways in which people 

respond to the world around them. They can express their own views on what they find 

interesting and puzzling. 

 

Level 2 

Pupils demonstrate a sense of their own identity and recognise that belonging to religious 

groups is important to different people. Through religious stories they show how belief 

affects people’s lives and actions in the world around them. They can suggest meanings for 

some religious symbols, stories or language. Using some religious words and phrases they 

identify questions that cause people to wonder, and suggest answers that religions might 

offer. They can recognise that different people have different views from their own. 

 

Level 3 

Pupils can demonstrate how belonging to different faith communities has an impact on the 

way believers’ live their lives. They make links between religious practices and the ways that 

religions are expressed through stories, actions, festivals and sacred texts. They can 

identify some key religious teaching relating to life and death, truth and God, hardship and 

suffering. They demonstrate that by asking questions they can begin to develop their own 

attitudes and ideas. 

 

Level 4 

Pupils can describe what belonging to different religious faiths means in terms of practice. 

They can make some comparisons between the practice in the religions they have studied. 

They can describe key ways of expression in a variety of religions and make comparisons 

with other faiths. They can show how the behaviour of believers derives from religious 

guidance. They can outline some of the different religious teaching and secular views 

relating to life and death, truth and God, hardship and suffering, and respond with their 

own ideas to the issues studied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Level 5 

Pupils can explain why it is important to believers to belong to a faith community and how 

this impacts differently on a range of individuals and religious communities. They 

understand how some religious practices and forms of expression differ between and within 

religions, and can give some reasons to explain this. They can explain key ways of expression 

in a variety of religions and make comparisons with other faiths. They can explain their own 

ideas and beliefs in relation to the issues studied. 

 

Level 6 

Pupils, making use of technical vocabulary, can analyse and compare how belonging to a faith 

community, the forms of religious expression and the behaviours and practices followed 

differ among different groupings, denominations and traditions. They can outline and 

defend their personal responses through reasoned explanations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                          RE I can statements ladder 

Step One 

AT One        Learning About Religion AT Two    Learning From Religion 

I can discuss religious stories and 

celebrations 

I can talk about my feelings and experiences 

I can recognise and name features of 

religions and beliefs 

I can discuss what is important to me and to 

other people 

I can recognise religious symbols and other 

forms of religious expression 

I can discuss what I find interesting and 

puzzling 

 

Step Two 

AT One        Learning About Religion AT Two    Learning From Religion 

I can retell religious, spiritual and moral 

stories 

I can ask questions about my own and others’ 

feelings and experiences 

I can talk about the meaning of some 

religious stories, celebrations and symbols 

I can recognise that some questions about 

life are difficult to answer 

I can identify how religion and belief is 

expressed in different ways 

I can discuss my values and the values of 

others 

I can identify similarities and differences in 

features of religions and beliefs 

I can give reasons why something may be 

valued by myself and others 

 

Step Three 

AT One        Learning About Religion AT Two    Learning From Religion 

I can explain what a believer might learn 

from a religious text, story or celebration 

I can compare some of the things that 

influence me with those that influence other 

people 

I can identify similarities and differences 

between religions and beliefs 

I can ask important questions about life and 

compare my ideas with those of other people 

I can use religious vocabulary to describe 

some of the different ways in which people 

show their beliefs 

I can link things that are important to me 

and other people with the way I think and 

behave, giving reasons for beliefs, attitudes 

and actions 

I can describe and suggest meanings for 

symbols and other forms of religious 

expression 

I can ask significant questions about 

religions and beliefs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Step Four 

AT One        Learning About Religion AT Two    Learning From Religion 

I can make comparisons between the beliefs 

and ideas of some religions and show how 

they are connected to believer’s lives 

I can ask questions about qualities and 

experiences of believers and suggest 

appropriate answers 

I can use religious vocabulary to describe 

and compare what practices and experiences 

may be involved in belonging to different 

religious groups 

I can ask questions about life and suggest 

appropriate answers, with reference to some 

religions and beliefs 

I can express religious beliefs in a range of 

styles and words used by believers and 

suggest what they mean 

I can ask questions about decisions people 

make and I can suggest what might happen 

as a result of different decisions 

 

Step Five 

AT One        Learning About Religion AT Two    Learning From Religion 

I can suggest reasons for the similar and 

different beliefs which people hold and 

explain how religious sources are used to 

provide answers to important questions 

I can compare my identify and my 

experience with that of others, including 

believers 

I can describe why people belong to religions 

and explain how similarities and difference 

within and between religions can make a 

difference to people and communities 

I can compare my ideas about life with those 

of others, including believers 

I can compare the way believers express 

their beliefs and ideas and can explain how 

these make a difference to the lives of 

believers 

I can compare my views about moral issues 

with those of others, including believers 

I can interpret religions and beliefs in their 

historical, social and cultural contexts 

I can draw balanced conclusions about 

aspects of religion and belief and present 

them persuasively to others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Identity, Diversity and Belonging  

End of EYFS End of Key Stage One End of Key Stage Two 

Can talk about different 

religions and practices they 

have experienced, e.g. 

naming ceremonies, 

Christmas, Passover 

 

 

 

 

Recognise some features of 

belonging to religions and 

groups such as clothes, 

signs, buildings etc 

 

 

 

Show sensitivity in their 

experiences of religions 

and practices they have 

encountered 

 
 

Recall and name different 

beliefs and practices 

including festivals, worship, 

rituals and ways of life in 

order to find out about the 

meaning behind them 

 

 

 

Observe and recount 

different ways of 

expressing identity and 

belonging, responding 

sensitively for themselves 

 

 

 

Notice and respond 

sensitively to some basic 

similarities and 

differences between 

different religions and 

worldviews 
 

Describe and make 

connections between 

different features of the 

religions and worldviews 

studied, discovering more 

about celebrations , worship, 

pilgrimages, and the rituals 

which mark important points 

in life, in order to reflect on 

their own ideas 

 

Understand the challenges 

of commitment to a 

community of faith or belief, 

suggesting why belonging to 

a community may be 

valuable, both in the diverse 

communities being studied 

and in their own lives 

 

Observe and consider 

different dimensions of 

religion, so that they can 

explore and show 

understanding of similarities 

and differences between 

different religions and 

worldviews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Identity, Diversity and Belonging  

 

Progression ladder Examples 

Show awareness of things and people that 

matter to them and link this to learning in 

RE 

I can explain how I feel, e.g. talk about how 

I felt when my baby brother was born 

Express their own experiences and feelings, 

recognising what is important in their own 

lives 

I can talk about things that happen to me, 

e.g. talk about club uniforms/religious 

clothes and why these matter to me 

Describe and respond sensitively to their 

own and others’ experiences and feelings, 

including characters in stories with religious 

meaning 

I can ask what happens to others with 

respect for their feelings, e.g. say “was 

Jonah hurt after being inside the whale?” 

Recognise what influences them in their 

lives. Identify the influence religion has on 

lives, cultures and communities, including 

their own 

I can compare some of the things that 

influence me with those that influence other 

people, e.g. talk about how Jesus influenced 

his disciples and how friends influence them  

Ask questions of identity and belonging and 

suggest their own answers about significant 

experiences of others, including religious 

believers 

I can ask questions about who we are and 

where we belong and suggest answers which 

refer to people who have inspired and 

influenced myself and others, e.g. write an 

interview for a member of a religious 

community, referring to the beliefs which 

sustain them 

Explore and suggest reasons for their own 

and other people’s views, including religious 

ideas about human identity and experience 

I can give my own and others’ views on 

questions about who we are and where we 

belong, on the challenges of belonging to a 

religion and explain what inspires and 

influences me e.g. write a question and 

answer report on what it might be like to be 

a member of a religious community, including 

reflections about this religious identity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                         Practices and Ways of Life  

End of EYFS End of Key Stage One End of Key Stage Two 

Through first hand 

experiences children ask 

questions to explore why 

people do what they do, e.g. 

eat certain foods, wear 

particular clothes, etc 

Ask and respond to 

questions about what 

communities do and why, so 

that they can identify what 

difference belonging to  a 

community might make 
 

Observe and understand 

varied examples of religions 

and worldviews so that they 

can explain, with reasons, 

their meanings and 

significance to individuals 

and communities 

 

Practices and Ways of Life 

Progression ladder Examples 

Communicate through talk or gesture about a 

range of special objects, places, people or 

practices 

I can treat objects with respect, e.g. talk 

about how to treat precious items 

Recognise religious objects, places, people, 

practices 

I can use the correct religious vocabulary, 

e.g. say “That is a church” or “She is praying”  

Describe some religious objects, places, 

people and practices. Begin to be aware of 

similarities in religions 

I can talk about some things that are the 

same for different religious people, e.g. 

recognise that Christians and Sikhs have 

holy books 

Know the function of objects, places, people 

within religious practices and lifestyles. 

Begin to recognise key similarities and 

differences 

I can describe some of the things that are 

the same and different for religious people, 

e.g. recognise that Muslims and Sikhs both 

treat their holy books with respect by 

keeping them higher than other books 

Identify and describe similarities and 

differences in religious practices and 

lifestyles both within and between religions 

I can use the correct religious words to 

describe and compare what practices and 

experiences may be involved in belonging to 

different religious groups, e.g. compare the 

way that Hindus and Buddhists might 

meditate 

Explain how religious beliefs and ideas 

influence practices and lifestyles. Explore 

how these beliefs and ideas lead to diverse 

practice both within and between religions 

I can describe why people belong to religions 

and explain how similarities and differences 

within and between religions can make a 

difference to the lives of individuals and 

communities, e.g. explain the significance of 

repentance in faith groups and how it is 

observed through diverse practices in 

religious festivals, Lent, Yom Kippur, 

Ramadan 
 



 

 

 

 

                              Expressing Meaning 

End of EYFS End of Key Stage One End of Key Stage Two 

Identify and talk about key 

symbols that are related to 

the religions they have 

experienced, e.g. a Christian 

cross, a star of David etc 

Recognise some different 

symbols and actions which 

express a community’s way of 

life, appreciating some 

similarities between 

communities 
 

Explore and describe a 

range of beliefs, symbols 

and actions so that they can 

understand different ways 

of life and ways of 

expressing meaning 

 

Expressing Meaning 

Progression ladder Examples 

Use some basic religious vocabulary  I can role play a religious ceremony using 

appropriate language 

Recognise some religious symbols and use 

some religious vocabulary 

I can recognise religious art, symbols and 

vocabulary, e.g. say “That is the star of 

David” 

Begin to suggest meanings for some religious 

actions and symbols. Describe how religious 

belief is expressed in different ways 

I can say what some symbols mean, e.g. say 

“The cross reminds Christians that Jesus 

died on a cross”  

Begin to identify the impact of religious 

teachings, including the effect sacred texts 

have on believers’ lives. Identify religious 

symbols and symbolic actions 

I can use religious words to describe some 

of the different ways in which people show 

their beliefs, e.g. label a picture of Shiva 

Nataraja to show the links with Hindu 

beliefs about God 

Describe the meaning of religious symbols 

and symbolic actions. Show understanding 

that symbols may be interpreted in 

different ways both within and between 

religions 

I can express religious beliefs in a range of 

styles and words used by believers and 

suggest what they mean, e.g. using the 

important symbol of light, explore Diwali, 

Chanukah and the significance of Jesus’ light 

of the world statement, making connections 

across the religions 

Explain the reasons for diverse forms of 

expression in religious teachings, including 

sacred texts, both within and between 

religions 

I can use a wide religious vocabulary in 

suggesting reasons for the similarities and 

differences in forms of religious, spiritual 

and moral expression found within and 

between religions, e.g. produce a survey of 

different forms of creative religious 

expression and suggestions for similarities 

and differences between them 
 

 

 



 

 

 

                        

                         Values and Commitments 
 

End of EYFS End of Key Stage One End of Key Stage Two 

Talk about what is right and 

wrong in their experience in 

the classroom and through 

games and play 

Find out about questions of 

right and wrong and begin 

to express their ideas and 

opinions in response 
 

Discuss and apply their own 

and others’ ideas about 

ethical questions, including 

ideas about what is right and 

wrong and what is just and 

fair, and express their own 

ideas clearly in response 
 

Values and Commitments 

Progression ladder Examples 

Understand what is right, what is wrong and 

why  

I can discuss situations of right and wrong, 

e.g.  role play The Good Samaritan 

In relation to matters of right and wrong, 

express what is of value and concern to 

themselves and others 

I can talk about what is important to me and 

other people, e.g. discuss how I felt when I 

gave a present to my friend  

Recognise and describe some religious values 

in relation to matters of right and wrong. 

Make links between these and their own 

values 

I can talk about what is important to me and 

to others with respect for their feelings, 

e.g. look at one of the five pillars of Islam, 

the practise of giving to charity and link to 

the Christian story of the Widow’s Mite 

Recognise and begin to ask important 

questions about how religious and moral 

values, commitments and beliefs can 

influence behaviour 

I can link things that are important to me 

and other people with the way I think and 

behave, e.g. reflect upon how agreed codes 

of conduct affects behaviour and how this 

relates to the way some religious people live 

Ask questions about matters of right and 

wrong and suggest answers which show 

understanding of a range of moral and 

religious teachings 

I can ask questions about moral decisions I 

and other people make and suggest what 

might happen as a result of different 

decisions, including those made with 

reference to religious beliefs/values, e.g. 

share opinions about respect for animals and 

show an understanding of why some religious 

people hold differing views about eating 

meat 

Explain with reasons, religious views about 

moral and ethical issues. Explore their own 

views and those of others in relation to 

these issues 

I can ask questions about things that are 

important to me and to other people and 

suggest answers which relate to my own and 

others’ lives, e.g. examine and respond to the 

moral and ethical views on preparing food, 



focussing on Kosher or Halal 
 

                               

                            Beliefs, Teachings and Sources 

End of EYFS End of Key Stage One End of Key Stage Two 

Listen to, share, enact  and 

talk about stories from 

different religious 

traditions and moral tales 

Retell and suggest meanings 

to some religious and moral 

stories, listening to and 

discussing sacred writings 

and sources of wisdom and 

recognising the communities 

from which they came 
 

Describe and understand links 

between stories and other 

aspects of the communities 

they are investigating, 

responding thoughtfully to a 

range of sources of wisdom 

and to beliefs and teachings 

that arise from them in 

different communities 
 

Beliefs, Teachings and Sources 

Progression ladder Examples 

Listen and respond to religious stories I can retell the story, e.g. role play the story 

of Diwali  

Recount elements of religious stories I can remember a religious story and discuss 

it, e.g. Re-enact the story of Noah and 

discuss the importance of the message of 

the rainbow for some believers 

Describe some religious ideas from stories 

and some basic religious beliefs and 

teachings, using some religious vocabulary 

I can tell a religious story and discuss things 

that people believe, e.g. retell the story of 

the birth of Jesus and say that Christians 

believe in God 

Develop religious and moral vocabulary to 

describe key features and know beliefs, 

ideas and teachings for some religions 

I can describe what a believer might learn 

from a religious story, e.g. make a connection 

between the story of the forming of the 

Khalsa and the need for Sikhs to be brave in 

times of trouble 

Using appropriate religious and moral 

vocabulary, identify and describe key 

features of religions, including beliefs, 

teachings and their meaning 

I can make links between the 

beliefs/teachings of different religious 

groups and show how they are connected to 

believers’ lives, e.g. examine how Buddha’s 

journey to enlightenment shapes the lives of 

practising Buddhists  

Begin to use some philosophical language and 

an increasingly wide religious and moral 

vocabulary to explore and suggest some 

reasons for the similarities and differences 

in beliefs and teachings, both within and 

between religions 

I can suggest reasons for the similar and 

different beliefs which people hold and 

explain how religious sources are used to 

provide answers to important questions 

about life and morality, e.g. compare 

different Jewish beliefs about the Messiah 

and say how different interpretations may 

come about, using biblical and other texts to 



illustrate their answers 
 

 

 

 

                       Meaning, Purpose and Truth 

End of EYFS End of Key Stage One End of Key Stage Two 

Talk about what being in 

school or class, or a family 

means to them and show this 

through different means 
 

Talk about belonging, 

meaning and truth so that 

they can express their own 

ideas and opinions in 

response using words, music, 

art or poetry 

 
 

Discuss and present their own 

and others’ views on 

challenging questions about 

belonging meaning, purpose 

and truth, applying ideas of 

their own thoughtfully in 

different forms including for 

example, reasoning, music, art 

and poetry 
 

 

Meaning, Purpose and Truth 

Progression ladder Examples 

Show curiosity and interest in the world 

around them 

I can discuss what I find interesting, e.g. 

say “I like the part when Krishna helped his 

friend” 

Recognise interesting and puzzling aspects 

of life 

I can discuss puzzling questions, e.g. discuss 

their ideas about how the world was created 

Ask questions about puzzling aspects of life 

and suggest answers, including religious ones 

I can talk about some things in stories that 

make people ask questions, e.g. say “It was 

mysterious when God spoke to Moses” 

Identify ultimate questions and recognise 

that there are no universally agreed answers 

to these 

I can ask important questions about life and 

compare my ideas with those of other 

people, e.g. ask why many people believe in 

life after death, give their view and compare 

with a particular religious view 

Raise questions and suggest religious, 

philosophical and moral answers to a range of 

ultimate questions 

I can ask questions about the meaning and 

purpose of life and suggest a range of 

answers which might be given by me as well 

as members of different religious groups or 

individuals, e.g. look at creation theories, 

explore a faith response, a scientific 

response and their own views 

Explain their own philosophical, moral and/or 

religious responses to a range of ultimate 

questions. Explore the views of others 

including different religious perspectives 

I can ask questions about the meaning and 

purpose of life and suggest answers which 

relate to the search for truth and my own 

and others’ lives, e.g. write a story which 

raises questions about what is true and 

which relates to their own personal search 

for meaning in life 



 

 


