
Class 3 Autumn Term 2020 Curriculum Overview 

History  Children will study to the Topic Anglo-Saxons, children will each learn about the 
invasions of the Scots and Anglo-Saxons in the 5th century. They will find out where the 
invading troops came from and where in Britain they managed to settle and then they 
will go on to investigate how life in 
Britain changed as a result. The children will have the opportunity to learn how the 
Anglo-Saxons influenced the English language, with an emphasis on the origins of some 
English place names, and they will also examine and analyse artefacts from the period 
and draw their own conclusions about what they can teach us about life in Anglo-Saxon 
Britain. In addition to this they will also learn what life was like in a typical Anglo-Saxon 
village, what jobs people did and what the houses were like. They will also explore the 
Pagan beliefs of the early Anglo-Saxons and learn about the many gods they 
worshipped. Finally they will investigate how and why the Anglo-Saxons were largely 
converted to Christianity by the early 7th century. 

Science Digestion. In this unit pupils learn about the structure of the mouth and about how to 
care for their teeth, investigating which drink stains teeth the most.  They learn about 
the structure of the digestive system, build a model of the digestive process, using their 
new knowledge to produce a piece of creative writing.  The explore interrelationships in 
food, constructing food chains and food webs.   
Evolution and inheritance. Pupils learn about the life and work of Charles Darwin and 
what is meant by the terms evolution and survival of the fittest.  They learn how animals 
and plants are adapted to their environment.  They investigate camouflage and find out 
how humans evolved.  They carry out a simple experiment to model evolution and 
selective breeding. 

Computing In our first topic, ‘we are game developers’, children will use computer software, such as 
Scratch, to plan their own simple computer game. They will design characters and 
backgrounds, and create a working prototype, which they will develop further based on 
the feedback they receive. This unit will enable the children to create original artwork 
and sound for a game, design and create a computer program for a computer game, 
which uses sequence, selection, repetition and variables. They will then detect and 
correct errors in their computer game and of course along the way play each other’s 
games. In our second unit, ‘we are cryptographers’, the pupils learn more about 
communicating information securely through an introduction to cryptography (the 
science of keeping communication and information secret). They investigate early 
methods of communicating over distances, learn about two early ciphers, and consider 
what makes a secure password. 
E-Safety will be highlighted and underpinned in all computing lessons, allowing the 
children to focus on ways in which they can stay safe when using computer software 
and the internet. 

French Children will build on their existing knowledge improve their speaking, listening and 
reading of basic French vocabulary. Children will also learn about French culture and 
traditions. 

Geography Linking to the Anglo-Saxon and Scott unit children will look at maps, both past and 
present, to identify key features as well as changes. Children will look at how the Anglo-
Saxons and Scotts have affected today’s landscape. 
*The Autumn Term has a stronger historical focus, whereas the children’s Spring Unit 
will have a more geographical focus. 

Art The children will use sketch books to record their observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas. They will improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay]. These techniques will be linked to the Anglo Saxon Unit. In the second half 



of the term the children will study work from artists in history. 

DT Linking to our Anglo-Saxon unit children will develop their cookery skills following Anglo-
Saxon recipes. Children will also look at how people in the Anglo Saxon times dyed their 
clothes, they will experiment with making coloured dyes. They will also construct an 
Anglo Saxon village as a class and create their own piece of Anglo Saxon inspired  
jewellery   

RE We will focus on the questions of  What is the ‘Trinity’ and why 
is it important for Christians? Why do some people believe in God and some people 
not? We will also develop our understanding of Harvest, Advent and Christmas. 

PHSE RSE Our First unit: Eat Better. Pupils will investigate food groups and the importance of food 
and nutrients. They will learn about the food plate, and then plan a meal and a packed 
lunch.  
The children will also take part in a range of activities to discuss and develop social skills, 
emotions and self-esteem. 

Music This term children will develop an understanding of the history of music. Children will 
also improvise and compose music for a range of purposes developing their 
performance skills. 

PE The children will be building on their knowledge and skill in invasion games, and 
gymnastics. 

 


